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one of the most pressing issues facing
the historic environment in the early 21st
century. The Church of England is responsible for

The future of historic places of worship is

more listed churches than any other denomination.

Many have lain at the heart of communities for
centuries, but falling congregations and rising
maintenance costs place this unique heritage at
risk.

The Church of England has placed finding

ways of extending the use of churches for the
benefit of the whole community at the heart of

its national policy on church buildings. There are
many administrative and legal arrangements

by which churches can be permanently or
temporarily shared with a wide variety of secular
organisations. This course will examine the
strengths and weaknesses of those mechanisms
from the perspective of the Church of England,
the clergy and local communities, and those
with whom buildings are shared. There will be a
particular focus on the newest method of sharing
space, leasing, made possible by the Pastoral
Amendment Measure (2006).

The course will include speakers from the Church
of England, English Heritage, the clergy, and
community organisations. A particular feature of
the seminar is that there will be ample time for
questions, discussion and debate.

For further details about this course, visit our
website www.conted.ox.ac.uk\X7271.

To be held at Rewley House,
1 Wellington Square, Oxford.

FRIDAY 15 MAY 2009

9.00am Registration and tea / coffee

9.30am Sharing space within a church:
the practical issues
REBECCA PAYNE

10.00am Sharing space within a church:
the legal issues
JONATHAN GOODCHILD

10.30am Questions

10.45am Coffee / tea

115am  The English Heritage approach
DIANA EVANS

12noon Questions

1215pm Discussion

1.00pm Lunch

1.45pm Re-imagining the parish church
as the heart of community life
PHILIPPA BOARDMAN

215pm  Sharing space with community
enterprises: shops, post offices
and more
GILL WITHERS

2.45pm Are you sure we can do that?
How you can extend the use
of your church buildings
SUSAN ROWE

315pm  Questions

3.30pm Tea / coffee

4.00pm Discussion

5.00pm Course disperses
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